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of the book, reinforcing and testing every subject, and in sorne cases 
my only coverage of certain topics is found in the Exercises. 

After their study of this book, 1 do hope a significant number of 
students will pursue more advanced treatments of the subjects than 
those 1 present here. For that reason, 1 have purposely peppered the 
text with comments and questions to spur the students' curiosity and 
perhaps send them to the library for more reading. The Bibliography 
at the end of each chapter suggests places for the students to start this 
reading. In this sense, this book serves as both an introduction anda 
guide to a discipline too broad and powerful for any one text to 
adequately describe. 

In creating this book, 1 have benefited from the help of many 
people. John Wheeler has given bis time unstintingly to help weed 
out logical errors and points of confusion. Encouragement and advice 
from Attila Szabo are greatly appreciated. 1 am also grateful to John 
Light for bis helpful review of an earlier version of the text. Several 
students and my wife, Elaine, wrote and tested the computer 
programs included in the book. Elaine provided a great deal of 
advice on the content of the book as well. Finally, 1 am indebted to 
Evelyn Carlier and Sandy Smith, respectively, for their expert 
manuscript preparations of the first and final versions of the text. 

Philadelphia and Berkeley 
January 1986 

D. C. 
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